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Abstract: As part of the studies conducted to investigate the career development of high school students. In
this study, the researchers are interested in investigating the field of study aspired by students' higher school and
associated contextual factors. Finding may be useful to design programs appropriate to help students in their
vocational development. Participants were randomly selected from students' high school following their study in
Azilal city Morocco. 75 students responded to the questionnaire, our sample consists of 24 men and 51 females with
an average age of 17.91£1.09. Data collected were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistical tests by
SPSS 26.00 software. The results show the post-secondary education courses preferred by students and a significant
rate of undecided. Results show that educational aspirations are formed based on students' interests and academic
performance, and regional and international labor market conditions are also considered. The finding provides
sociological information on the context of the shaping of educational aspirations in higher school.

Keywords: higher school, contextual factors, educational aspiration, field of study.

IEIEPEEIL,\H&*E@ tﬁtﬁmEE’J*AQ_L

BE: FHEAESHERLRENTHRN -0, EXTHAEF , FREARANBEE
FENBHANE ?E’Jﬁﬁnvﬁ%ﬂ*ﬁ%ﬂ’]“ilio xl&ﬂiiﬂﬂabﬁﬂbﬂ:uﬂ'iﬁéﬁ‘ﬂb—?—iﬁﬂ
WERNRE, SEEREERIMFARTEIENEPEEPBYHMEEN, 758 F£E
ETHS , BANOEARR24EBHMNS18 AR , FHFRN17.9121.09, WENEIERE
R &BF26.00 R4 ST SN ERENERESEITNIRET oM. GRETR , FEEERW
BEEHERENAENEE LR, SRR , HERLERREBEFEAINBINZ W ST
, BRZEZERTXEMERTH D HZRR. ZRARETEXRSPHEHELKE RN
SEEE.

X@1A : 5. BEEAR. HELSH, HRIAE,

©=8d © 2022 by the authors. This article is an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC-BY) license (http://creativecommons. org/licenses/by/4.0/).



Amini et al. Examination of High School Students' Aspirations and the Related Contextual Variables, Vol. 50 No. 4 April 2023

240

Introduction

In the 21st century, human capital is a factor of
competitiveness and a pivotal element for economic
development in the knowledge economy. To match the
labor market and the 5.0 society, today's employees
must be highly skilled and with high aspirations.

setting high aspirations recognizes that career
development is an active, lifelong process.
The role of education in improving labor

productivity is mentioned more than 50 years ago by
Gary Becker, a Nobel Prize nominee [1], in this regard,
education and training are at the center of the interest
of the countries' policies to ensure the proper
investment in human capital [2].

Students' educational aspirations and the associated
considerations have been the subject of several studies
[3-5]. The common issue of concern in these studies is
the significant number of students unable to express a
vocation or make inappropriate decisions [6].
Inappropriate choices can lead to high unemployment
rates and poor labor market integration among youth.
In many cases, graduates find themselves working in
fields unrelated to their study areas. Their career goals
do not always match job opportunities or even find
themselves unemployed or underemployed because
they do not meet the requirements of the labor market.
Career guidance programs for high school students can
be beneficial in addressing the complexity of this
situation. Helping young people to formulate realistic
educational aspirations aligned with the labor market
supply can also help in the post-secondary transition
and the transition from training to employment.

1. Literature Review

Educational aspiration is a complex process
involving many factors. Educational aspiration was
defined as the number of years of studies and the fields
of studies that a person aspires to pursue [5]. There are
often associated with academic achievement,
vocational interests, social capital, and influence of the
context often presented by the family and the school.

Students’ aspirations for their education are
significantly  influenced by their  academic
performance. Students who perform well in school are
motivated to set ambitious aspirations for their future
education and careers [7]. Because of the importance of
life decisions formulated in high school on an
individual's educational and professional future,
aspirations are an extensively discussed subject in
adolescence. Educational aspirations are related to
socio-economic status and opportunities, and also to
academic performance. Students with a low academic
performance show low aspirations. Even for students
with equal academic performance, we found

differences in their aspiration levels, differences
explained by other variables such as parental education
and many other socio-demographic variables [6].

In discussing factors associated with aspirations,
there should also be mentioned constraints that
attenuate the level of aspirations, such as funding and
geographical distance. Multiple theoretical models such
as the status attainment model incorporate other
variables in the process of aspirations development [8].
Multiple theoretical models such as the status
attainment model explain the process of aspirations
development and mention the missing opportunities
that weaken the student's connection to school such as
a poor school experience and recognized the influence
of socio-economic status on educational aspirations [8].

Social capital, environmental opportunities, income,
and parental education are all associated with a key
variable in the development of a person's career which
is an aspiration.

Often, especially in isolated geographical areas,
students form their aspirations based on their residence.
Their post-secondary choices are limited to the
opportunities offered by the region, especially if they
come from a low socio-economic background [9].

Some students prefer to stay with their families and
peers. Students in rural and isolated areas benefit less
from institutional support, guidance programs, and
campus information than other regions. Difficulties in
accessing post-secondary information affect their
motivation and academic preparation for higher
education study [9].

In this work, researchers focused on students’
preferences in post-secondary education. Then, they
describe some factors that contribute to educational
aspirations and how they are associated.

2. Method

2.1. Sampling and Procedure

The sample consisted of 75 students from a high
school in the city of Azilal in a mountainous region of
Morocco. The students are from the same high school
and were randomly selected. The sample consists of 75
students from a high school in the city of Azilal in a
mountainous region of Morocco. The students are from
the same high school and were randomly selected.

The participants are in the adolescent phase, their
age varies between 15 and 20 years with an average of
1.079. Girls constitute 68% of the sample (51 girls) and
boys 32% (24 boys). 45 of the participants reside in an
urban area (61.3%), while 15 subjects are from rural
areas and 14 are from semi-urban areas. The fields of
study are presented in Table 1.
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Table 1 Field of study
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Scientific 39 52,0 52,7 52,7
Economic 7 9,3 9,5 62,2
Literature 28 37,3 37,8 100,0
Missing 1 13
Total 75 100,0

2.2. Measurement Tool

The data was collected through a questionnaire. The
questionnaire distributed consists of questions on
socio-demographic status, personal characteristics such
as age and field of study, and items to explore students'
post-secondary aspirations and environmental factors.
The environment variables are measured by a 5-point
scale ranging from (not at all true of me = 1) to
(extremely true of me = 5), participants indicated the
status they were comfortable with.

2.3. Data Analysis

In the first step, we performed a descriptive analysis
of the characteristics of the sample, then we performed
the spearman test to study the relationship between the

studied contextual variables. The analysis was
performed by SPSS 26.
[
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Fig. 1 Methodological flowchart (Developed by the authors)

3. Results

Based on the results found, students' preferences are
distributed over the different post-secondary fields of
study. Descriptive and inferential tests are applied to
the variables that test the association between the
context’s variables. Figure 2 shows the distribution of
postsecondary student preferences.

aspiration field of study

Martistic, cultural and sport
ccccccccccccccc

mtechnology and computer
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Cmedical field
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[13.33% branch
Cllaw branch

others
M not dacided

Fig. 2 Students' selected field of study for postsecondary education

Figure 2 shows that a significant proportion of the
students (29.33%) are still undecided, followed by 16%
who prefer medical subjects, 14.67% who choose the
law, and 13.33% who have selected economics.
Tourism and technological subjects and computer
science with the same percentage of 6.67% come next,
followed by sport, cultural subjects and other subjects
not mentioned in the questionnaire with a rate of
5.33%. Only 2.67% have chosen literature and social
sciences.

Table 2 presents the descriptive analysis carried out
on the variables of the study.

Table 2 Means and standard deviation of variables of the context

Items Mean Std. D. Variance
Academic Performance 3,15 1,14 1,31
Life interest 3,32 84 70

Educational regional opportunities 1,49 1,31 1,733
Professional regional opportunities 1,45 1,31 1,73
Moroccan market's opportunities 258 1,19 1,42
International market opportunities 2,48 1,37 1,90

All factors above mean to me 1,59 1,16 1,36

According to table 2, we constate that the higher
means are recorded to the individual factors of interest
(M = 3,21; SD = 0,84) and Academic performance (M
= 3,15; SD = 1,14), then we have labor Market
opportunities in Morocco (M = 2,58; SD = 1,19)and in
International Markets (M = 2,48; SD = 1,37). At least
we have educational regional opportunities (M = 1,49;
SD = 1,31) and professional regional opportunities (M
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= 1,45; SD = 1,31) which are of the least students
interest. In the following phase, we will test the

association between the study's various variables; the
results of the test are shown in Table 3.

Table 3 Correlations between study variables

Academic Life Educational regional Professional regional Moroccan market’s International market’s
Performance interest  opportunities opportunities opportunities opportunities
Academic Correlation 1,000 -,102 ,192 ,197 ,087 -,146
Performance  Coefficient
Sig. (2-tailed) . ,385 ,100 ,093 ,459 ,212
N 75 75 74 74 74 75
Life interest ~ Correlation -,102 1,000 -,024 -,040 ,052 ,051
Coefficient
Sig. (2-tailed) ,385 . ,836 732 ,660 ,664
N 75 75 74 74 74 75
Educational ~ Correlation ,192 -,024 1,000 ,556** ,017 -,145
Regional Coefficient
Opportunities  Sig. (2-tailed) ,100 ,836 ,000 ,885 ,218
N 74 74 74 73 74 74
Professional ~ Correlation ,197 -,040 ,556** 1,000 -,012 -,242*
Regional Coefficient
Opportunities  Sig. (2-tailed) ,093 732 ,000 ,921 ,038
N 74 74 73 74 73 74
Moroccan Correlation ,087 ,052 ,017 -,012 1,000 ,329%*
Market Coefficient
Opportunities  Sig. (2-tailed) ,459 ,660 ,885 ,921 . ,004
N 74 74 74 73 74 74
International ~ Correlation -,146 ,051 -,145 -,242* ,329** 1,000
Market Coefficient
Opportunities  Sig. (2-tailed) ,212 ,664 ,218 ,038 ,004
N 75 75 74 74 74 75

Educational regional opportunities and professional
regional opportunities are significatively correlated (r =
0,556; p = 0,00), also there is a significative correlation
between the international market’s opportunities and
Moroccan markets’ opportunities (r = 0,329; p = 0,00)
and a negative and weak correlation between
Professional regional opportunities and international
markets’ opportunities (r = -0,242; p = 0,04).

4. Discussion

This study sought to 1) study Students’ preference
for higher education field of study, 2) measure the
influence of school performance, interest, and other
environmental factors, and 3) study the relationship
between the study variables.

The finding shows that 69.66% of the participants
planned to access a specific course of study in higher
education while 29.33% of the students surveyed
remained undecided.

Investing in the education sector, especially at the
tertiary level, is a policy adopted by many countries
given the role of graduates as a vehicle for socio-
economic development and improved international
competitiveness [10]. For individuals, access to tertiary

education offers the opportunity to improve their socio-
economic situation. a high level of education is
associated with higher income, better jobs, and higher
employability. The transition to adulthood is a process
of vocational development leading to occupational
choice [11]. It is necessary to understand this
mechanism and the associated factors to better assist
the career development of young people [8].

Theories that have addressed career development in
adolescence and research conducted by Strand and
Winston in 2008 in this sense classify the factors
involved in the formation of aspirations according to
two categories: individual factors and social factors [7].
In the present study, we have considered the academic
performance and interests of students as an individual
factor and the educational and working conditions
existing in the region, and the relationship with the
labor market as a socio-contextual factor.

Academic success is one of the key factors in
shaping student aspirations. Indeed, the relationship
between academic achievement and the level of
aspirations is supported by several studies [5, 6, 12]. In
general, students with good academic achievement
show high aspirations and inversely having high
aspirations is a motivating factor for success [6, 7].
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According to some studies, labor market
circumstances and possibilities available in proximity
are considered in shaping young students' aspirations
[6, 8, 13]. A context with limited opportunities has a
negative impact on youth aspirations [12]. In our case,
participants show minimal curiosity about national and
international labor market opportunities. this can be
explained by the involvement of secondary school
students in their study programs.

According to some studies [5, 6, 13], young people
are dissatisfied with the educational and professional
opportunities provided by their communities; this is
especially true for young people from rural or isolated
areas; others prefer to stay close to their families and
take advantage of the best opportunities available in
their region; their educational and professional
aspirations are formulated following the conditions of
their context.

5. Conclusion

In conclusion, educational aspirations are shaped by
a complex process that combines social, economic,
contextual, and individual factors (such as gender,
academic performance, location of residence, etc.). It is
difficult to study the influence of each factor in
isolation since they are associated. The post-secondary
pathways preferred by students provide insight into the
future labor supply and skills that will be available in
such a changing labor market and make it worthwhile
to conduct programs to align students' aspirations with
labor market demand and to sensitize students to train
for a job that does not yet exist.

Student aspirations are a pivotal element in
supporting economic and social change in countries.
There is a need to think about programs that support
students' aspirations and help them realize their
ambitions. However, there is little research conducted
in this area. Given the importance of aspirations as a
key variable in students' vocations, we have focused on
students' aspirations and their context.

References

[1] LET.T.H, TRAN T., TRINH T.-P.-T., NGUYEN C.-
T., NGUYEN T.-P.-T., VUONG T.-T., VU T.-H., BUI D.-
Q., VUONG H.-M., HOANG P.-H., NGUYEN M.-H., HO
M.-T., and VUONG Q.-H. Reading habits, socioeconomic
conditions,  occupational aspiration and academic
achievement in Vietnamese junior high school students.
Sustainability, 2019, 11(18): 5113.
https://doi.org/10.3390/su11185113

[2] ZIPIN L., SELLAR S., BRENNAN M., and GALE T.
Educating for Futures in Marginalized Regions: A
sociological framework for rethinking and researching
aspirations. Educational Philosophy and Theory, 2015,
47(3): 227-246.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131857.2013.839376

[3] ARBONA C., & NOVY D. M. Career Aspirations and
Expectations of Black, Mexican American, and White

Students. Career Development Quarterly, 1991, 39(3): 231-
239. https://doi.org/10.1002/j.2161-0045.1991.tb00395.x

[4] FARRELL W. C., SAPP M., JOHNSON J. H., and
POLLARD D. S. University of North Carolina Press
Assessing College Aspirations among At-Risk High School
Students: A Principal Component Analysis. The High School
Journal, 1994, 77(4): 294-303.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40364753

[5] SALAMI S. O. Roles of personality, vocational
interests, academic achievement and socio-cultural factors in
educational aspirations of secondary school adolescents in
southwestern Nigeria. Career Development International,
2008, 13(7): 630-647.
https://doi.org/10.1108/13620430810911092

[6] VALLS O., ASTLEITHNER F., SCHELS B., VOGL S.,
and KOGLER R. Educational and Occupational Aspirations:
A Longitudinal Study of Vienna Youth. Social Inclusion,
2022, 10(2): 226-239.
https://doi.org/10.17645/si.v10i2.5105

[7] UKA A. Students’ Educational and Occupational

Aspirations Predicted by Parents’ and Adolescents’
Characteristics. European Journal of Social Science
Education and Research, 2015, 2(3): 207-214.

https://doi.org/10.26417/ejser.v4il.p207-214

[8] BERZIN S. C. Educational Aspirations among Low-
Income Youths: Examining Multiple Conceptual Models.
Children &  Schools, 2010, 32(2): 112-124.
https://doi.org/10.1093/cs/32.2.112

[9] IRVIN M. J, YONG BYUN S., MEECE J. L,
FARMER T. W., and HUTCHINS B. C. Educational
barriers of rural youth: Relation of individual and contextual
difference variables. Journal of Career Assessment, 2012,
20(1): 71-87. https://doi.org/10.1177/1069072711420105
[10] ZEWUDE B., & HABTEGIORGIS T. Higher education
and career aspirations among secondary school students in
Southern Ethiopia. International Journal of Adolescence and
Youth, 2022, 27(1): 235-248.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02673843.2022.2076604

[11] SIMOES F., MENESES A., LUIS R., and
DRUMONDE R. NEETs in a rural region of Southern
Europe: perceived self-efficacy, perceived barriers,
educational expectations, and vocational expectations.
Journal of Youth Studies, 2017, 20(9): 1109-1126.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2017.1311403

[12] GIL-FLORES J., PADILLA-CARMONA M. T., and
SUAREZ-ORTEGA M. Influence of gender, educational
attainment and family environment on the educational
aspirations of secondary school students. Educational
Review, 2011, 63(3): 345-363.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131911.2011.571763

[13] BYUN S. Y., MEECE J. L., IRVIN M. J., and
HUTCHINS B. C. The Role of Social Capital in Educational
Aspirations of Rural Youth. Rural Sociology, 2012, 77(3):
355-379. https://doi.org/10.1111/].1549-0831.2012.00086.x

BE:

[1] LET.T. H, TRAN T., TRINH T.-P.-T., NGUYEN C.-
T., NGUYEN T.-P.-T., VUONG T.-T., VU T.-H., BUI D.-
Q., VUONG H.-M., HOANG P.-H., NGUYEN M.-H., HO

M.-T., il VUONG Q.-H.
HEIPENFEEIR, 2L RR, Rilkiafafz


https://doi.org/10.3390/su11185113
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131857.2013.839376
https://doi.org/10.1002/j.2161-0045.1991.tb00395.x
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40364753
https://doi.org/10.1108/13620430810911092
https://doi.org/10.17645/si.v10i2.5105
https://doi.org/10.26417/ejser.v4i1.p207-214
https://doi.org/10.1093/cs/32.2.112
https://doi.org/10.1177/1069072711420105
https://doi.org/10.1080/02673843.2022.2076604
https://doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2017.1311403
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131911.2011.571763
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1549-0831.2012.00086.x

Amini et al. Examination of High School Students' Aspirations and the Related Contextual Variables, Vol. 50 No. 4 April 2023

244

WA R, AIRFEEM, 2019,
https://doi.org/10.3390/su11185113
[2] ZIPIN L., SELLAR S., BRENNAN M., 1 GALE T.
BECHRPRREE . EFMBENAREENHES
EL, HEELSE5EIL, 2015, 47(3):  227-246.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131857.2013.839376

[3] ARBONA C., A NOVY D. M.
ZA ERFEEEAFNAAZEMNRLZATERE
B % B =T, 1991, 39(3): 231-239.
https://doi.org/10.1002/j.2161-0045.1991.th00395.x

[4] FARRELL W. C., SAPP M., JOHNSON J. H., M
POLLARD D. S.

EFERARZHRHITESRESFENKESD : =

11(18): 5113.

R 5. &P FR, 1994, 77(4): 294-303.

http://www.jstor.org/stable/40364753

[5] SALAMI S. 0.
AMME, B, F Mt EREEE BRI

Eﬁ%ﬁﬂh#%@‘ﬁ?&ﬁ%‘ RER. Rl XREFRF,

2008, 13(7): 630-647.

https://doi.org/10.1108/13620430810911092
[6] VALLS O., ASTLEITHNER F., SCHELS B., VOGL S.,

A KOGLER R.
HEMBIERA - NEBNEFHAQHHR. 23T,
2022, 10(2): 226-239.
https://doi.org/10.17645/si.v10i2.5105
[7] UKA A.
RKBANEL>FHETN A FEENHBE NI B, KM
HaREHEEMRERIEL, 2015, 2(3): 207214
https://doi.org/10.26417/ejser.v4il.p207-214
[8] BERZIN S. C.
RBEABFNHERE . RESHBSER, LEEE
7, 2010, 32(2): 112-124.

https://doi.org/10.1093/cs/32.2.112
[9] IRVIN M. J., YONG BYUN S, MEECE J. L,

FARMER T. W, M HUTCHINS B. C.
BRNEENHERE . MAETRERTENIR, B
W i FRE, 2012, 20(1): 71-87.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1069072711420105

[10]ZEWUDE B, #  HABTEGIORGIS T.
REGRETEHPFFENSEHENRULER. BRE
FHIRE, 2022, 27(1): 235-248.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02673843.2022.2076604
[11]SIMOES F., MENESES A., LUIS R., 1 DRUMONDE
R.

ERARA X TEIHE, RSN —K: B
e, BISR, HEMENRUHE., FEMART,

2017, 20(9): 1109-1126.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2017.1311403

[12]GIL-FLORES J., PADILLA-CARMONA M. T., #
SUAREZ-ORTEGA M.

3. THERENRERRENFZ2EHERRHTE.
HEEM, 2011, 63(3): 345-363.

https://doi.org/10.1080/00131911.2011.571763

[13]BYUN S. Y., MEECE J. L, IRVIN M. J, M
HUTCHINS B. C.

HEBAERNEFHREEEFNER. RELEEE,

2012, 77(3): 355-379. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1549-
0831.2012.00086.x



https://doi.org/10.3390/su11185113
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131857.2013.839376
https://doi.org/10.1002/j.2161-0045.1991.tb00395.x
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40364753
https://doi.org/10.1108/13620430810911092
https://doi.org/10.17645/si.v10i2.5105
https://doi.org/10.26417/ejser.v4i1.p207-214
https://doi.org/10.1093/cs/32.2.112
https://doi.org/10.1177/1069072711420105
https://doi.org/10.1080/02673843.2022.2076604
https://doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2017.1311403
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131911.2011.571763
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1549-0831.2012.00086.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1549-0831.2012.00086.x

